February 25, 1997

amount of expenditures that may be made
by, in support of, or in opposition to, a can-
didate for nomination for election to, or for
election to, State or local office.

‘““SECTION 3. Congress shall have power to
implement and enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.”.

KENNEDY AMENDMENT NO. 10

Mr. LEAHY (for Mr. KENNEDY) pro-
posed an amendment to the joint reso-
lution, Senate Joint Resolution 1,
supra; as follows:

On page 3, at the end of line 14, insert the
following: ‘‘Unless specifically otherwise
provided by such law, Congress shall have ex-
clusive authority to enforce the provisions of
this Article.”

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, February 25,
1997, at 10 a.m. in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on the Defense author-
ization request for fiscal year 1998 and
the future years defense program.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be allowed to meet during the
session of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, 1997, at 9 a.m. in SR-328A to
discuss the impact of estate taxes on
farmers.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, February 25, 1997, to conduct
a hearing on S. 318, the Homeowners
Protection Act of 1997.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, February 25, 1997, for pur-
poses of conducting a full committee
hearing which is scheduled to begin at
9:30 a.m. The purpose of this hearing is
to consider the President’s proposed
budget for fiscal year 1998 for the De-
partment of the Interior and the Forest
Service.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee to
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meet on Tuesday, February 25, at 10
a.m. for a nomination hearing on David
J. Barram, to be Administrator, Gen-
eral Services Administration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CHILD LABOR DETERRENCE ACT
OF 1997

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce the Child Labor Deterrence
Act of 1997. The bill I’'m introducing
today prohibits the importation of any
product made, whole or in part, by
children under the age of 15 who are
employed in manufacturing or mining.
This is the fourth time I have come to
the floor of the Senate to introduce
this bill, and I will continue to intro-
duce it until it becomes law.

Mr. President, recently, the Inter-
national Labor Organization [ILO] re-
leased a very grim report about the
number of children who toil away in
abhorrent conditions. The ILO esti-
mates that over 200 million children
worldwide under the age of 15 are work-
ing instead of receiving a basic edu-
cation. Many of these children begin
working in factories at the age of 6 or
7, some even younger. They are poor,
malnourished, and often forced to work
60-hour weeks for little or no pay.

Child labor is most prevalent in
countries with high unemployment
rates. According to the ILO, some 61
percent of child workers, nearly 153
million children, are found in Asia; 32
percent, or 80 million, are in Africa and
7 percent, or 17.5 million, live in Latin
America. Adult unemployment rates in
some nations runs over 20 percent. In
Latin America, for example, about 1 in
every 10 children are workers. Further-
more, in many nations where child
labor is prevalent, more money is spent
and allocated for military expenditures
than for education and health services.

The situation is as deplorable as it is
enormous. In many developing coun-
tries children represent a substantial
part of the work force and can be found
in such industries as rugs, toys, tex-
tiles, mining, and sports equipment
manufacturing.

For instance, it is estimated that 65
percent of the wearing apparel that
Americans purchase is assembled or
manufactured abroad, therefore, in-
creasing the chance that these items
were made by abusive and exploitative
child labor. In the rug industry, Indian
and Pakistan produce 95 percent of
their rugs for export. Some of the
worst abuses of child labor have been
documented in these countries, includ-
ing bonded and slave labor.

Venezuela and Colombia exported
$6,084,705 and $1,385,669 worth of mined
products respectively to the United
States in 1995. Both were documented
by the Department of Labor as using
child labor in mining. Mining hazards
for children include exposure to harm-
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ful dusts, gases, and fumes that cause
respiratory diseases that can develop
into silicosis, pulmonary fibrosis, as-
bestosis, and emphysema after some
years of exposure. Child miners also
suffer from physical strain, fatigue,
and musculoskeletal disorders, as well
as serious injuries from falling objects.

Children may also be crippled phys-
ically by being forced to work too early
in life. For example, a large-scale ILO
survey in the Philippines found that
more than 60 percent of working chil-
dren were exposed to chemical and bio-
logical hazards, and that 40 percent ex-
perienced serious injuries or illnesses.

These practices are often under-
ground, but the ILO report points out
that children are still being sold out-
right for a sum of money. Other times,
landlords buy child workers from their
tenants, or labor contractors pay rural
families in advance in order to take
their children away to work in carpet
weaving, glass manufacturing, or pros-
titution. Child slavery of this type has
long been reported in South Asia,
Southeast Asia, and West Africa, de-
spite vigorous official denial of its ex-
istence.

Additionally, children are increas-
ingly being bought and sold across na-
tional borders by organized networks.
The ILO report states that at least five
such international networks traf-
ficking in children exist: from Latin
America to Europe and the Middle
East; from South and Southeast Asia
to Northern Europe and the Middle
East; a European regional market; an
associated Arab regional market; and,
a West Africa export market in girls.

In Pakistan, the ILO reported in 1991
that an estimated half of the 50,000
children working as bonded labor in
Pakistan’s carpet-weaving industry
will never reach the age of 12—victims
of disease and malnutrition.

I have press reports from India of
children freed from virtual slavery in
the carpet factories of Northern India.
Twelve-year-old Charitra Chowdhary
recounted his story—he said, “If we
moved slowly we were beaten on our
backs with a stick. We wanted to run
away but the doors were always
locked.”

Mr. President, that’s what this bill is
about, children, whose dreams and
childhood are being sold for a pittance
to factory owners and in markets
around the globe.

It’s about protecting children around
the globe and their future. It’s about
eliminating a major form of child
abuse in our world. It’s about breaking
the cycle of poverty by getting these
kids out of factories and into schools.
It’s about raising the standard of living
in the Third World so we can compete
on the quality of goods instead of the
misery and suffering of those who
make them. It’s about assisting Third
World governments to enforce their
laws by ending the role of the United
States in providing a lucrative market
for goods made by abusive and exploit-
ative child labor and encouraging other
nations to do the same.
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